AN   EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

which answer they proceeded as they had known nothing of
the offer made of Milan, and as though they had had no
advertisement of the other two points agreed here by Messires
Chapuys and Don Diego;1 which thing enforced us, (thinking
that she had no ample instructions of those matters) to dispatch
our servant Philip Hoby to the Emperor, conjointly with our
trusty and right well-beloved Councillor, Sir Thomas Wyatt,
Knight, our Ambassador, to expound unto him how strange
we found the said Regent was no better instructed by him, that
she might have given other answer that ye had received.
Whereunto he answered that the said Regent was fully
instructed of his whole mind, and had sufficient power to con-
fer, treat and conclude with you, as well for the straighter
amity, as for the one alliance as the other. . . .

At this point the letter repeats almost word for word what
has just been said in the two paragraphs immediately preced-
ing the above. Henry then continues:

, . . . Wherefore ye shall require the said Regent, that
having full instruction, as the Emperor hath answered she hath
already, leaving and setting aside that coldness heretofore used
with you; which although we think it strange and far from
the expectation we have conceived of her sincerity towards us,
yet nevertheless passing over the expostulation thereof, she will
plainly and frankly, as she tendereth the good increase of our
alliance and amity, utter and expound unto you without any
longer delay or timing, proceed to the resolution and conclusion
of the said alliance with the Duchess, and the straighter amity;
appointing unto you certain brief and short time, within the
which ye may have a resolute knowledge of their minds, and
proceed to a conclusion. And in case she be not disposed to use
speed therein, nor inclined to any conclusion within some
short time, ye shall not only declare unto her, that seeing the
Emperor hath affirmed that she is fully instructed and hath
sufficient power to treat, as well upon the straighter amity as
upon both alliances and either of them, we shall have good
1 The resident and special ambassadors of the Emperor to England